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Fall Arts Institute Offers Workshops, Scholarships
Quartz Mountain Inspires Artists & Educators
NORMAN, Okla., -- Turn over a new leaf this fall at the Oklahoma Fall Arts Institute at Quartz Mountain (OFAI). Educators and artists of all ability levels can attend four-day weekend retreats taught by nationally renowned artists in the visual, literary and performing arts.  Oklahoma public school educators receive full scholarships to the program, including tuition, room and board, funded by the State Department of Education and private donors.  
"Every year I look forward to OFAI," said Lisa Fink, a Chandler educator who attended OFAI in 2010.  "Not only does it rejuvenate my creativity as an artist, but it also reaffirms my commitment to my students and equips me with new tools for practical application in the classroom."

Some may think OFAI is only for art teachers or professional artists, but OFAI offers workshops for beginning artists and for core curriculum teachers as well.  If you’ve ever wanted to explore photography, writing, painting, or printmaking, there’s an OFAI workshop for you.  Core curriculum teachers can take workshops in arts integration, and there's also a workshop for special education teachers.
"OFAI is a great experience for every teacher, no matter what they teach," said Jean Lucas, a first grade teacher from Chandler.  "I was introduced to different art forms and gained a better appreciation for the processes an artist must go through.  It was fantastic." Lucas attended the 2010 program.

OFAI occurs Oct. 13 – 16, Oct. 20 – 23, and Oct. 27 – 30 at the Quartz Mountain Arts and Conference Center in southwest Oklahoma.  An ideal location for arts immersion, the resort offers the amenities and comforts of a fine hotel inside a scenic state park.  OFAI participants gain inspiration from the natural setting while learning from nationally renowned artists. 
Educators receive full scholarships to OFAI workshops, including tuition, room and board.  Educators are responsible for a non-refundable $30 registration fee, and visual arts classes have a $30 supplies fee. Non-educators who are Oklahoma residents can attend for $605 ($635 for visual arts classes). 

Workshop space and scholarships are administered on a first-come, first-served basis.  People not receiving a scholarship can enroll at www.oaiquartz.org beginning Mon., Aug. 15.  Enrollment for scholarships is conducted in three phases beginning Mon., Aug. 15.  Enrollment information, course schedules, and instructor bios are available at www.oaiquartz.org or (405) 321-9000.  
 The Oklahoma Arts Institute is a private, non-profit organization developed in 1977, with a mission to provide exceptional multidisciplinary arts experiences that develop individual talent and inspire a lifelong passion for the arts.  OAI administers a program for talented Oklahoma youth every June and a series of continuing education workshops for adults every fall.  
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Editor’s Note: Please contact Annina Collier at (405) 321-9000 ext. 215 with any questions or with photo requests.  Thank you!
