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Fall Arts Institute Offers Workshops, Scholarships
Quartz Mountain Inspires Artists of All Ability Levels
NORMAN, Okla., -- Turn over a new leaf this fall at the Oklahoma Fall Arts Institute at Quartz Mountain (OFAI). Educators and artists of all ability levels can attend four-day weekend retreats taught by nationally renowned artists in the visual, literary and performing arts.  Oklahoma public school educators automatically receive full scholarships to the program, including tuition, room and board, funded by the State Department of Education and private donors.  
"Quartz Mountain is the perfect environment for an artists' retreat," said Phyllis Creamer, a Guthrie educator who has attended several OFAI workshops. "I feel that each of the OFAI workshops I have attended have been life-changing for me.  I've learned so much from instructors and my peers there…It has helped me spark creativity in my students." 

Some may think OFAI is only for art teachers or professional artists, but OFAI offers workshops for beginning artists and for core curriculum teachers as well.  If you’ve ever wanted to explore photography, writing, painting, or printmaking, there’s an OFAI workshop for you.  Core curriculum teachers can take workshops in arts integration, and there's also a workshop for special education teachers.
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OFAI occurs during select October and November weekends at the Quartz Mountain Arts and Conference Center in southwest Oklahoma.  An ideal location for arts immersion, the resort offers the amenities and comforts of a fine hotel inside a scenic state park.  OFAI participants gain inspiration from the natural setting while learning from nationally renowned artists. 
Enrollment for first-time OFAI participants begins Mon., Aug. 3, and open enrollment begins Mon., Aug. 31 at 5:30 p.m.  Enrollment information, course schedules, and instructor bios are available at www.oaiquartz.org or (405) 321-9000.  Workshop space and educator scholarships are administered on a first come, first served basis.  Non-educators who are Oklahoma residents receive tuition, room and board for a total cost of $605.
 OFAI is administered by the Oklahoma Arts Institute, a private, non-profit organization developed in 1977 with a vision to cultivate established and emerging artists and educators through art workshops, immersion and awareness. 
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Workshop Schedule
Two workshops have yet to be scheduled: Writing for Children and Poetry. Please visit www.oaiquartz.org for more information.
Weekend One: October 29 - November 1 

Mixed Media & Meaning with Kathleen Loe
Basic Digital Photography with Ben Long
Arts Integration – Orff Schulwerk: Music, Movement and Language Woven Through the Grades with Rick Layton and Jacque Schrader
Art in the Special Needs Classroom with Glen Henry, Isolete de Almeida & Edna McMillan 

Weekend Two: November 5 - Nobember 8 

Narrative Painting with Susan Contreras
People of Character: Capturing the Soul of Your Subject (Digital Photography) with Paul Mobley
Polyester Plate Printmaking and Other Low-Tech Alternative Approaches with Michael Barnes
Arts Integration -- Museums & Your Curriculum with Patrick Riley, Susan Baley, Lanette Coppage, Sarah Jesse, Donna Merkt, Cindy Williams & Amy Young 
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Weekend Three: November 12 - November 15 

Portrait Painting with Juliette Aristides
Seeing in Color (Digital Photography) with Amy Stein 
Creating Light: Relief Printmaking with Juan Fuentes
Arts Integration -- Folk and Cultural Dance in the Classroom with Kevin Warner
Writing Oklahoma: Writing Place with Rilla Askew
# # #
Editor’s Note: OAI can provide photos of participants, artists, or Quartz Mountain scenery. Please consider visiting OFAI – you can interview and photograph artists and participants from your area.  Contact Annina Collier with any questions or requests.  Thanks!
