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$2,500 Scholarship for All Students Accepted to Quartz Mountain

New Piano Program Announced
NORMAN, Okla., -- Young pianists can now experience Quartz Mountain through a new piano program at the Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute.  Pianists can join dancers, writers, actors, filmmakers, visual artists, and other musicians at the two-week residential academy taught by nationally renowned artists.  Students are selected by auditions beginning January 16 at locations across the state.  Every accepted student automatically receives a full scholarship to the program, worth over $2,500.  Audition spaces fill quickly, so students are urged to schedule an audition as soon as possible at www.oaiquarz.org.

Held June 11-26 at Quartz Mountain resort in southwestern Oklahoma, Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute (OSAI) students are taught by award-winning faculty from across the U.S.  Former OSAI faculty members have included winners of the Pulitzer Prize and the Academy, Emmy, Grammy, and Tony Awards.  This year's faculty includes Deanna McBrearty, a former New York City Ballet principal dancer, and Richard Hull, an art professor at the School of the Arts Institute of Chicago.  

 “It is incredible to be able to spend two weeks surrounded by students who are all devoted to their art forms and to get to study with some of the best artists in the nation,” said Sarah Reid, a 2010 OSAI student from Edmond.  

OSAI offers instruction in acting, creative writing, ballet, modern dance, orchestra, chorus, drawing/painting, photography, and film/video.  The new piano program will give participants the unique opportunity to perform in an ensemble setting, a rare experience for young pianists.  Pianists will perform with the choir and orchestra, as well as with chamber music groups and other collaborative projects.  

"The goal of the OSAI program is to provide exceptional arts education to Oklahoma’s most talented high school students," said Julie Cohen, Oklahoma Arts Institute president.  "Our piano program is unique in the state in providing pianists the opportunity to learn valuable ensemble skills."

To attend OSAI, applicants must be enrolled in an Oklahoma public school, private school, or home-school program and must be at least 15 years old by September 1, 2011.  Graduating seniors are eligible.  For more information about OSAI, including audition requirements and audition scheduling, visit www.oaiquartz.org.  

The Oklahoma Arts Institute is a private, non-profit organization developed in 1977, with a mission to provide exceptional multidisciplinary arts experiences that develop individual talent and inspire a lifelong passion for the arts.  OAI administers a program for talented Oklahoma youth every June and a series of continuing education workshops for adults every fall.  
# # #

Editor’s Note: A complete audition schedule is available at http://www.oaiquartz.org/programs/summerauditions.cfm.

We have professional digital photographs of last year’s program, including artists, students, and Quartz Mountain scenery.  Thanks!
