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Billy Collins to Teach at Summer Arts Institute
Auditions and Applications Available Now
NORMAN, Okla., -- Former U.S. poet laureate Billy Collins will teach at the 2009 Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute at Quartz Mountain this June.  The bestselling author and other artists from around the world will teach Oklahoma high school students at the prestigious two-week academy in the visual, literary, and performing arts.  Auditions for the Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute (OSAI) begin in January, and every accepted student automatically receives a full scholarship to the program, worth over $2,000.  

“The Summer Arts Institute offers a rare opportunity for Oklahoma’s high school students to hone their artistic skills under the guidance of world-renowned faculty,” said Oklahoma Arts Institute president Julie Cohen.  “Billy Collins is one of the most highly regarded contemporary poets in the world, and we are thrilled that our creative writing students will have this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to study with him.”

In addition to his two terms as U.S. poet laureate, Collins was also the New York state poet laureate.  He has published ten books, including the bestselling poetry collection, "The Best Cigarette."  At OSAI, Collins will be a guest artist, working with the creative writing students and presenting a one-hour poetry reading.  
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“Being able to learn from such distinguished and renowned instructors is truly a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity,” said Leighanne Dean, a 2008 OSAI student from Oklahoma City.  

Collins will be joined by other renowned faculty to teach the nine disciplines offered at OSAI:  acting, ballet, modern dance, orchestra, chorus, creative writing, photography, drawing/painting, and film/video.  To attend the residential academy, held June 13-28, 2009, applicants must be enrolled in an Oklahoma public school, private school, or home-school program and must be at least 14 by June 13, 2009.  Graduating seniors are eligible.  Auditions begin in January at locations throughout the state, and students are urged to call (405) 321-9000 as soon as possible to schedule an audition.  For more information about OSAI, including audition dates and a downloadable application form, visit www.oaiquartz.org.  

The Oklahoma Arts Institute is a private, non-profit organization developed in 1977, with a vision to cultivate established and emerging artists and educators through art workshops, immersion and awareness. OAI administers a fine arts program for talented Oklahoma youth and a series of continuing education workshops for adults.  
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Editor’s Note: A complete audition schedule is available at http://www.oaiquartz.org/programs/summerauditions.cfm.

We have professional digital photographs of last year’s program, including artists, students, and Quartz Mountain scenery.  Thanks!
