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Trifecta of Award-Winning Artists at Quartz Mountain
Academy, Grammy, and Emmy Artists Teach and Perform
NORMAN, Okla., -- A trifecta of award-winning artists are on their way to Quartz Mountain for the Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute at Quartz Mountain, June 12 – 27.  The Grammy and Emmy Award-winning artists and the Academy Award nominee will teach Oklahoma high school students and present free, public performances.
John Stevenson, Academy Award-nominee and director of the hit film "Kung Fu Panda" will be featured as a guest artist.  He will work with Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute (OSAI) film students and hold a free public presentation, "Muppets, Monsters, and Me," on Friday, June 18 from 7 – 9 p.m. at the Robert M. Kerr Performing Arts Center at Quartz Mountain.  
This year's OSAI students will also study with Grammy Award-winning musician Jerry Blackstone and Emmy Award-winning director Vincent Dowling.  Blackstone won Grammys for Best Classical Album and Best Choral Performance, and he will conduct the OSAI choir.  Dowling has countless film, theater, and television credits, and he discovered legendary actor Tom Hanks.  Hanks credits Dowling with "teaching him everything he needed to know about the 
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theater."   For a performance schedule listing Dowling's and Blackstone's presentations, along with performances by other faculty and student artists, visit www.oaiquartz.org or call (405) 321-9000.  
These and dozens more award-winning artists are brought to Quartz Mountain from across the U.S. to teach Oklahoma's most talented high school students.  Out of a pool of over 1,400 applicants, 270 students are selected for OSAI through competitive, statewide auditions.  OSAI students represent rural and urban communities across the state, and they come to OSAI to study one of nine areas of the literary, visual, and performing arts.  In conjunction with their acceptance, every student automatically receives a scholarship to the program, worth over $2,000.

The Oklahoma Arts Institute is a private, non-profit organization developed in 1977, with a mission to provide exceptional multidisciplinary arts experiences that develop individual talent and inspire a lifelong passion for the arts.  OAI administers a program for talented Oklahoma youth every June and a series of continuing education workshops for adults every fall.  
# # #

Editor’s Note: Please consider a visit to Quartz Mountain to interview faculty artists and students from your area.  We are happy to facilitate media visits, and can sometimes provide accommodations.  Please contact Annina Collier with any questions or requests at acollier@oaiquartz.org or (405) 321-9000, x 215.
