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Oklahoma Arts Institute at Quartz Mountain Chosen as Finalist for Oklahoma Nonprofit Excellence Awards
NORMAN, Okla., -- The Oklahoma Arts Institute has been selected as a finalist for the 2009 Oklahoma Nonprofit Excellence (ONE) Awards as one of the top arts and humanities organizations in the state.  The Oklahoma Arts Institute has a chance to win up to $10,000 out of a total of $160,000 that will be awarded to ONE Awards winners and finalists. 

"For over thirty years, the Oklahoma Arts Institute has provided Oklahoma’s students and teachers with arts education that is unparalleled nationwide," said Julie Cohen, Oklahoma Arts Institute president.  “We are honored to be a finalist for this prestigious award.”

Sponsored by the Oklahoma Center for Nonprofits, the ONE Awards event will take place April 25, 2009, at the Renaissance Hotel in Tulsa and will honor Oklahoma nonprofits for their excellence and inspiration to other nonprofits statewide.   Awards are presented to a winner and two finalists in nine categories of the arts, humanities, education, and community, senior, youth, and recreational services.  All finalists receive $5,000, category winners will receive $7,500, and an overall winner will receive $10,000, said event chairman Joe Moran.  
-MORE-
Oklahoma Arts Institute, "ONE Awards Finalist" – ADD ONE
The Oklahoma Arts Institute (OAI) was nominated for the award by the ONE Awards Selection Commission, in recognition of OAI's arts education programs held at the Quartz Mountain Resort in southwestern Oklahoma.  Award-winning artists teach a summer arts program for Oklahoma youth and a series of continuing education workshops for adults in the fall.  OAI faculty artists have included winners of the Pulitzer Prize and the Academy, Emmy, Grammy and Tony awards.  Oklahoma high school students and public school teachers automatically receive full scholarships to attend OAI programs.
The ONE Awards Selection Commission chairman is Jerry Dickman of the Chapman Foundations of Tulsa. Other commissioners include Michael Cawley, Ardmore, The Samuel Roberts Noble Foundation; Nance Diamond, Shawnee; Frederick Drummond, Pawhuska; Ken Fergeson, National Bank of Commerce, Altus; R. H.  Harbaugh, Tulsa, The Oxley Foundation; Phil Lakin, Tulsa Community Foundation; Frank Merrick, Oklahoma City, the Merrick Foundation; Polly Nichols, Oklahoma City; Stanton L. Young, Oklahoma City, Stanton L. Young Companies; and Rev. George Young, Oklahoma City.
The Oklahoma Arts Institute is a private, non-profit organization developed in 1977, with a vision to cultivate established and emerging artists and educators through art workshops, immersion and awareness. 
# # #

Editor’s Note: Please contact Annina Collier with any questions or photo requests.
