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Oklahoma Fall Arts Institute Kicks Off This Weekend
NORMAN, Okla., -- Football isn't the only thing that kicks off this fall.  For hundreds of artists, fall marks their annual pilgrimage to Quartz Mountain for the Oklahoma Fall Arts Institute, even if it means missing a home game or two.  The program's opening weekend begins on Thursday, Oct. 29, and artists and educators from across the state will participate in workshops in the literary, visual, and performing arts taught by nationally renowned artists.

"The last two workshops I attended were exceptional," said Sherri Denning, a past Fall Institute participant and an art teacher at Eisenhower High School in Lawton.  "I walked away with many ideas that I was able to share with my students."  

In addition to art teachers and professional artists, the Oklahoma Fall Arts Institute (OFAI) also serves beginning artists, core curriculum teachers, and special education teachers.  The workshops are taught by renowned artists, including award-winning author Rilla Askew.  Askew's novel about the Tulsa race riot, "Fire in Beulah," won the American Book Award.  Askew will teach the OFAI workshop "Writing Oklahoma, Writing Place" during the institute's final weekend, Nov. 12 – 15.   

-MORE-

Oklahoma Arts Institute, "OFAI Kicks Off" – ADD ONE
In addition to the lure of studying with famous artists, OFAI participants are drawn to Quartz Mountain by the resort's natural beauty.  An ideal location for an arts immersion experience, the resort offers the amenities and comforts of a fine hotel inside a scenic state park.  OFAI participants gain inspiration from the natural setting; painters set up easels outdoors, photographers snap photos of wildlife, and classrooms have large bay windows that look out on Lake Altus-Luggert.  

"It is restorative to experience this beautiful part of the state, and it's very stimulating to be exposed to not only the [artistic] discipline of our choice but to the others that are going on this weekend," said Margaret Wood, a music teacher at McCord Elementary School in Ponca City.
The workshops run through November, and enrollment is still available for select workshops.  While Oklahoma public school educators receive full scholarships to OFAI, all available scholarships have already been administered.  In-state participants can attend OFAI for $605, plus the cost of any required supplies.  For enrollment information, visit www.oaiquartz.org or call (405) 321-9000.
 OFAI is administered by the Oklahoma Arts Institute, a private, non-profit organization developed in 1977 with a vision to cultivate established and emerging artists and educators through art workshops, immersion and awareness. 
# # #
Editor’s Note: OAI can provide photos of participants, artists, or Quartz Mountain scenery. Please consider visiting OFAI – you can interview and photograph artists and participants from your area.  Contact Annina Collier with any questions or requests.  Thanks!
