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Arts Institute Fund Drive Kicks Off Tuesday
Helps Bring Grammy, Emmy Award Winners to Quartz Mountain
NORMAN, Okla., -- The annual Oklahoma Arts Institute Fund Drive kicks off Tuesday, April 20 in Altus.  The fund drive benefits the Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute at Quartz Mountain (OSAI), a prestigious academy for Oklahoma high schools students held every June.  This year's program will bring Grammy and Emmy Award winning artists to Quartz Mountain to teach and present free public performances.  Altus High School students always take part in the program, with the 2010 students set to be announced soon.  The Fund Drive provides essential support for OSAI programs, performances, and student scholarships.

"Since 1978, the people of southwestern Oklahoma have been a vital force in the success of our programs," said Julie Cohen, Oklahoma Arts Institute president.  "They have provided the funding, the volunteer hours, and the supportive audiences our programs need.  In the current economic climate, the funding generated by this year's drive is even more critical."
The Fund Drive kicks off Tuesday with a volunteer rally at the Altus Public Library.  The annual event raises thousands each year with the help of dozens of local volunteers.  Last year, nearly 300 Altus-area donors contributed to the drive, which raised over $26,000.  Over the next two weeks, area residents can expect to be contacted by drive coordinators Jacquelyn Parrish, Nancy Cox, Donna Hinton, Helon LaGree, Ken Fergeson, Jeff Greenlee, Jeff Wilmes, and Holley Urbanski, or by one of the many volunteers.  Donors can also contribute online at www.oaiquartz.org.
The Fund Drive will conclude Tuesday, May 4 with a reception at the NBC Bank, hosted by bank executives and Arts Institute board members Ken Fergeson and Jeff Greenlee. The reception honors the drive volunteers and introduces the 2010 OSAI students from Altus.  The students are chosen by competitive statewide auditions, and last year nine Altus students were selected.  

A few weeks later, faculty artists from across the U.S. and students from across the state will gather at Quartz Mountain for the 2010 Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute.  The program runs from June 12 – 27 and features a variety of free public performances and exhibitions in the literary, visual, and performing arts.  This year's faculty highlights include Emmy Award-winning director Vincent Dowling from Massachusetts and Grammy Award winning choral music conductor Jerry Blackstone from Michigan.  Faculty bios and the performance schedule will be available soon at www.oaiquartz.org.
The Oklahoma Arts Institute is a private, non-profit organization developed in 1977, with a vision to cultivate established and emerging artists and educators through art workshops, immersion and awareness. OAI administers a fine arts program for talented Oklahoma youth and a series of continuing education workshops for adults.  
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Editor’s Note: I'm happy to provide more information and/or photos from last year's program.  I believe Jacquelyn Parrish may have a photo to contribute as well.  She is copied on this email.   Thanks Mike!  
